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but had been rejected because of his tactlessness,
and of qualities that made it almost certain that he
could never live in harmony with his Russian
officers.

Blucher had made a great impression by his
bravery at Lutzen, Bautzen, and Haynau; and
the force of his personality outweighed the
arguments that had been brought against his
appointment: he was too old, he had been men-
tally unsound, his military methods were anti-
quated, he had no experience in commanding
large forces; he had little real knowledge either
of strategy or of tactics; he was illiterate to a
great extent and would not be able to confer with
his Russian subordinates either in their own
language or in French; he was addicted to drink
and to gambling.

These charges were true either in whole or in
part: yet Blucher had qualities that compensated
for everything. He had an indomitable will and
an unfailing courage and hopefulness; friendly
and free with his men, he inspired them with
absolute devotion and knew how to spur them
on to almost impossible efforts; like Frederick the
Great he himself was at his best in moments of
the greatest need; his presence of mind and the
quickness of his decisions were marvellous; if
he knew little of planning a battle and abhorred
maps he had the wisdom to commit such matters
to those who were competent and then to put their
measures vigorously into execution. "Gneisenau